Preparing for Passover:—
The Image of Joseph on'theSeder night
Rabb1 Shai Finkelstein
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It was taught in a baraita: Each and every one would place his Paschal lamb in its
hide and cast it over his shoulder behind him and carry it home that way. Rav Ilish said:
They carried it home in the manner of Arab merchants [fayya 'ut].
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When Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the pit. They sold Joseph
for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who brought Joseph to Egypt.
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The Image of Joseph on the Seder night ____ Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
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Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons—he was his “child of old age”; and he had
made him an ornamented tunic.
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From where the Four Cups? Rebbi Johanan in the name of Rebbi Benaiah: Corresponding
to the four deliveries: Therefore, say to the Children of Israel, I am the Eternal, and I shall
take you out, etc. And I shall take you as My people, etc. 1 shall take you, I shall save you,
1 shall free you, I shall take you. Rebbi Joshua ben Levi said, corresponding to the four
cups of Pharao: The cup of Pharao was in my hand; I took the grapes and squeezed them
into Pharao s cup, and gave the cup in Pharao s hand. You will give the cup in the hand
of Pharao. Rebbi Levi said, corresponding to the four kingdoms. But our teachers say,
corresponding to the four cups of doom that the Holy One, praise to Him, will make the
Gentiles drink at the end of days. Truly, so said the Eternal, the God of Israel, to me: take
this cup of the wine of wrath. The golden cup of Babylon is in the hand of the Eternal.
Truly a cup is in the hand of the Eternal, intoxicating wine, fully to be mixed; He shall
sprinkle from it but its dregs shall be drunk, squeezed to the last, by all the wicked of the
earth. He shall let coals rain on the wicked, fire, sulphur, and burning wind is the portion
of their cup. What does the portion of their cup mean? R. Abun said: a double cup like the
double cup taken after a thermal bath. And in accordance with this correspondingly the
Holy One, praised be He, will let Israel drink four cups of consolation at the End of Days:
The Eternal is the portion of my part and my cup. You anointed my head with oil; my cup
is overflowing. I shall lift up the cup of salvations counts for two.
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Now God remembered Rachel; God heeded her and opened her womb.

7S ,2 PID NAY .12
:2PYYDRY PASYNN DT2RDY I0°12 08 070N 1) DDRRITIR D0 Yput

God heard their moaning, and God remembered the covenant with Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob.
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It was further taught in the baraita: On Rosh HaShana Joseph came out of prison. The
Gemara asks: From where do we derive this? As it is written: “Sound a shofar at the
New Moon, at the covered time of our Festival day. For this is a statute for Israel,
a judgment of the God of Jacob” (Psalms 81:4-5). This is a reference to Rosh HaShana,
the only Festival that occurs at the time of the New Moon, when the moon is covered and
cannot be seen.
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And immediately afterward it is written: “This He ordained in Joseph for testimony,
when he went out over the land of Egypt” (Psalms 81:6), implying that Joseph’s release
from prison took place on Rosh HaShana.
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It was also taught in the baraita: On Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt
ceased. From where is this known? It is written here: “And I will bring you out from
under the burdens of Egypt” (Exodus 6:6); and it is written there, with regard to
Joseph: “I removed his shoulder from the burden” (Psalms 81:7). From here it is
derived by verbal analogy between the two instances of the word “burden” that just as
Joseph was released from prison in Tishrei, so too, the slavery of our forefathers in Egypt
ended in Tishrei.
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So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When God has taken notice of you, you
shall carry up my bones from here.”
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“Go and assemble the elders of Israel and say to them: M, the God of your fathers’
[house]—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me and said, ‘I have
taken note of you and of what is being done to you in Egypt,
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A Hebrew youth was there with us, a servant of the prefect; and when we told him our
dreams, he interpreted them for us, telling each of the meaning of his dream.
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R. Huna say in the name of Bar Kaprah, for 4 things the Israelites were redeemed from
Egypt, one was for not changing their names (Shir ha-Shirim Rabbah, Vayikra Rabba 32).
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And now, I assign to you one portion more than to your brothers, which I wrested from
the Amorites with my sword and bow.”
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...the portion of the birthright — to be yours above that of your brothers, right from the
day that 7 took it out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.”
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Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says mm*: Israel is My first-born son.
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Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons—he was his “child of old age”; and he had
made him an ornamented tunic.
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Joseph ordered his chariot and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel; he presented
himself to him and, embracing him around the neck, he wept on his neck a good while.
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He ordered his chariot and took his force with him;
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And you shall explain to your child on that day, ‘It is because of what M did for me
when [ went free from Egypt.’
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They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer!
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A song of ascents. When the LORD restores the fortunes of Zion we see it as in a dream.
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